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Curse Words
The clues in this mini-crossword puzzle are cryptic. Each clue describes two different words. The two words are anagrams. It's 
up to you to decide which of  the two words to place in the grid. For example, "Blog about cookware" could refer to POST
and POTS. 

When you have correctly filled in the grid, the highlighted row and column will reveal a hidden message.

Answers are on the last page.

Across
1. Tiny plant spore
5. Cozy spot for a friend?
6. Departed alone to meander off
9. Suffered when aiming for perfection?

Down
1. Sunbathing at a picnic
2. Sailor brings gift of thin, semitransparent
   fabric to girlfriend
3. Spirit in a frenzy?
7. Damp union of night and chill
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Revelation
The following clues hide the identity of  several members of  a common group. Using the clues, determine the listed 
members and figure out which members are missing from the group. Once you've discovered the missing members, 
uncover the unique trait they share—one that the listed members do not.

Answer is on the last page.

1. LA Rip
2. USA Tug
3. Mob Nerve
4. Charm
5. Cob Tore
6. Yam
7. Steep Berm
8. Ruby Fare
9. Creme Bed

List missing members and the unique trait
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Answers

ATOMS = STOMA
LAP = PAL
TWINE = I  WENT (de pa r t ed  a l o n e )  Ge t  i t ? 
IDEAL = AILED

ANT = TAN
OLIVE = VOILE (Popeye ' s  g i r l f r i end  i s  O l ive  Oy l )
MANIA = ANIMA ( the  sou l )
WED = DEW

Hidden  mes sag e :  EVIL  SPELL (p l ay s  on  t i t l e  and 
the  dev i l i shnes s  o f  the  c l ue s ! )

Cur se  Words

Reve la t ion

T he  c lue s  a r e  anag r ams  o f  n ine  months  o f  the  y ea r.  T he  r ema in ing 
member s,  Januar y ,  June  and  Ju l y  a r e  the  on l y  months  tha t  beg in  w i th  the 
l e t t e r  J.
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Mitchell Allen is a life-long puzzle enthusiast, story-teller and programmer. One day, he decided that it would be cool 
to mash all three hobbies into one mad creation. You are holding it. If  you, too, appreciate cleverly crafted puzzles 
mixed in with your classic wordplay staples, you’ll love the kinds of  puzzles and activities Mitchell has planned.

To keep in touch with the world of  Mind-bending Variety puzzles, subscribe to the newsletter by  scanning the QR 
code below or entering https://pencilpaperparacosm.com into your browser.


