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Rhyme Time
Here are all of  the rhyming words from the poem, "A Visit From St. Nick". The bold ones are correct, but you have to 
circle the matching rhyme found on the next line. The first pair is done for you. Answers are on the last page.

house
mouse ,  spouse

car e
cha i r ,  t he r e

beds
heads,  th r eads

cap
c l ap,  nap,  s l ap

c la t te r
ba t t e r ,  ma t t e r ,  sha t t e r

f l ash
dash ,  mash ,  s a sh

snow
be low,  b low,  g low

appear
ca r ee r ,  r e indee r

quick
Nick ,  V i ck ,  Wick

came
f r ame,  name,  s ame

Vixen
Bl i t z en ,  D i t zen ,  P r i t z en

wal l
a l l ,  c a l l ,  f a l l

f l y
shy,  sk y,  why

f l ew
c r ew,  new,  too

r oo f
g oof ,  hoof ,  poof

ar ound
bound ,  g round ,  sound

f oo t
boot ,  pu t ,  soo t

back
pack ,  s a ck ,  t r a ck

mer r y
ber r y,  che r r y,  f l u r r y

bow
f l ow,  g low,  snow

t ee th
' n e a th ,  shea th ,  wrea th

be l l y
j e l l y,  sme l l y,  t e l l y

e l f
h imse l f ,  myse l f ,  she l f

head
bed ,  d r ead ,  r ed

wor k
j e r k ,  sh i r k ,  twe rk

nose
pose ,  ro se ,  those

whis t l e
br i s t l e ,  g r i s t l e ,  t h i s t l e

s ight
f r i gh t ,  n i gh t ,  r i gh t
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Compound Matchups
Carefully work between the word pool, fill-in grid and "molecule" to determine the 14 compound words. Each word is used 
twice and always appears in the same position in both compound words, as indicated by the arrows in the molecule. To get 
started, SEA and WATER were placed. Since they are not connected, you know that SEAWATER is not one of  the words.

Answers are on the last page.

Your  Words

1 .
2 .
3 .
4 .
5 .
6 .
7 .
8 .
9 .
1 0 .
1 1 .
12 .
1 3 .
14 .

OX 
SEA 
CART 
HAND 
HEAD 
HOME 
MADE 

RACE 
SICK 
HORSE 
PROOF 
SOUND 
TRACK 
WATER

SEA

WATER



1 .
2 .
3 .
4 .
5 .
6 .
7 .
8 .
9 .
1 0 .
1 1 .
12 .
1 3 .
14 .
15 .

Your  Words
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Deck the Halls
The wreath has 16 letters. Using each letter only once, find pairs that can be combined with the letters W R E A T H and 
reordered to make eight 8-letter words. For example, you could use the N and one of  the E's to form WATERHEN.

It is possible to make more than 8 different words, so try to use all 16 letters.

Answers are on the last page.

A

E

E

N
I

S

C

KD

T

C

S

E V

E

I
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Under the Tree
Timmy's little sister tore all the pages out of  her picture book! Fortunately, Timmy remembers the story. 

Can you sort the pages from 1 to 9?

Answer is on the last page.

• Bob  wan ted  to  r ide  h i s  ska t eboard  bu t  i t  r a ined  a l l  morn ing .

•  Bob ' s  f r i end ,  D iana ,  de l i ve r s  food  fo r  ex t r a  c a sh .  He  hopes  she ' s  s a f e  in 
a l l  t he  r a in !

•  To  check  on  her ,  he  o rder s  a  ho tdog .

•  The  sun  f ina l l y  comes  ou t  and  Bob  runs  in to  Diana  aga in .
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Answers

' Twas  the  n i gh t  be fo re  Chr i s tmas,  when  a l l  t h rough  the  house
Not  a  c r e a tu r e  was  s t i r r i ng ,  no t  even  a  mouse ;
T he  s tock ings  we re  hung  by  the  ch imney  w i th  c a r e ,
In  hopes  tha t  S t .  N i cho l a s  soon  wou ld  be  the r e ;
T he  ch i l d r en  were  ne s t l ed  a l l  snug  in  the i r  beds ;
W h i l e  v i s i ons  o f  sug a r-p lums  danced  in  the i r  heads ;
And  mamma in  he r  ' ke r ch i e f ,  and  I  i n  my  cap,
Had  j u s t  s e t t l ed  ou r  b r a in s  fo r  a  l ong  w in t e r ' s  nap,
W hen  ou t  on  the  l awn  the r e  a ro se  such  a  c l a t t e r ,
I  sp r ang  f rom my  bed  to  s ee  wha t  was  the  ma t t e r.
Away  to  the  w indow I  f l ew  l i ke  a  f l a sh ,
Tore  open  the  shu t t e r s  and  th r ew  up  the  s a sh .
T he  moon  on  the  b r ea s t  o f  the  new- f a l l en  snow,
Gave  a  l u s t r e  o f  m idday  to  ob j ec t s  be low,
W hen  wha t  to  my  wonder ing  eye s  d id  appea r ,
Bu t  a  m in i a tu r e  s l e i gh  and  e i gh t  t i ny  r e in -dee r ,
Wi th  a  l i t t l e  o ld  d r ive r  so  l ive l y  and  qu i ck ,
I  knew in  a  moment  he  mus t  be  S t .  N i ck .
More  r ap id  than  e ag l e s  h i s  cour se r s  they  c ame,
And  he  wh i s t l ed ,  and  shou ted ,  and  ca l l ed  them by  name :
"Now,  Dashe r !  now,  Dance r !  now Prance r  and  V ixen !
On ,  Comet !  on ,  Cup id !  on ,  Donder  and  B l i t z en !
To  the  top  o f  the  porch !  to  the  top  o f  the  wa l l !
Now dash  away !  da sh  away !  da sh  away  a l l ! "
As  l e ave s  tha t  be fo re  the  w i ld  hu r r i c ane  f l y,
W hen  they  mee t  w i th  an  obs t a c l e ,  mount  to  the  sk y ;
So  up  to  the  house top  the  cour se r s  they  f l ew
Wi th  the  s l e i gh  fu l l  o f  toy s,  and  S t .  N i cho l a s  too—
And then ,  i n  a  tw ink l i ng ,  I  hea rd  on  the  roo f
T he  p r anc ing  and  paw ing  o f  e ach  l i t t l e  hoof .
As  I  d r ew  in  my  head ,  and  was  tu r n ing  a round ,
Down the  ch imney  S t .  N i cho l a s  c ame  w i th  a  bound .
He  was  d r e s s ed  a l l  i n  fu r ,  f rom h i s  head  to  h i s  foo t ,
And  h i s  c lo the s  we re  a l l  t a r n i shed  w i th  a shes  and  soo t ;
A  bund l e  o f  toy s  he  had  f l ung  on  h i s  back ,
And  he  l ooked  l i ke  a  ped l e r  j u s t  open ing  h i s  pack .
H i s  e ye s—how they  tw ink l ed !  h i s  d imp l e s,  how mer r y !
H i s  cheeks  we re  l i ke  ro se s,  h i s  nose  l i ke  a  che r r y !
H i s  d ro l l  l i t t l e  mouth  was  d r awn  up  l i ke  a  bow,
And  the  bea rd  on  h i s  ch in  was  a s  wh i t e  a s  the  snow ;
T he  s tump o f  a  p ipe  he  he ld  t i gh t  i n  h i s  t e e th ,
And  the  smoke ,  i t  enc i r c l ed  h i s  head  l i ke  a  wrea th ;
He  had  a  b road  f a ce  and  a  l i t t l e  round  be l l y
T ha t  shook  when  he  l aughed ,  l i ke  a  bow l  fu l l  o f  j e l l y.
He  was  chubby  and  p lump,  a  r i gh t  j o l l y  o ld  e l f ,
And  I  l aughed  when  I  s aw  h im ,  i n  sp i t e  o f  myse l f ;
A  w ink  o f  h i s  e ye  and  a  tw i s t  o f  h i s  head
Soon  g ave  me  to  know I  had  no th ing  to  d r ead ;
He  spoke  no t  a  word ,  bu t  wen t  s t r a i gh t  to  h i s  work ,
And  f i l l ed  a l l  t he  s tock ings ;  then  tu r ned  w i th  a  j e rk ,
And  l ay ing  h i s  f i ng e r  a s i de  o f  h i s  nose ,
And  g iv ing  a  nod ,  up  the  ch imney  he  ro se ;
He  sp r ang  to  h i s  s l e i gh ,  to  h i s  t e am g ave  a  wh i s t l e ,
And  away  they  a l l  f l ew  l i ke  the  down  o f  a  th i s t l e .
Bu t  I  hea rd  h im exc l a im ,  e r e  he  d rove  ou t  o f  s i gh t—
“Happy  Chr i s tmas  to  a l l ,  and  to  a l l  a  g ood  n i gh t ! ”

Rhyme Time
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Answers

6  Le t t e r s
OXCART
OXHEAD

7 Le t t e r s
SEASICK

8 Le t t e r s
HANDCART
HANDMADE
HOMEMADE
HOMESICK
SEAHORSE

9  Le t t e r s
RACEHORSE
RACETRACK
WATERHEAD

10  Le t t e r s
SOUNDPROOF
SOUNDTRACK
WATERPROOF

Compound Matchups

AWEATHER [HAWEATER,  WHEATEAR]  (A ,E)
ENWREATH [WATERHEN,  WREATHEN]  (E ,N)
SWATHIER [WATERISH]  ( I , S )
THWACKER (C,K)
THWARTED (D,T)
WATCHERS (C,S )
WHATEVER (E ,V)
WHEATIER (E , I )

Bonus  words
SWATHERS
TARWHINE
WEATHERS
WREATHED
WREATHES

Deck  the  Hal l s



This is a free puzzle exclusively for readers of https://pencilpaperparacosm.com

Answers

Under  the  Tr ee

9

87

6 5

4

3 2

1
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Mitchell Allen is a life-long puzzle enthusiast, story-teller and programmer. One day, he decided that it would be cool 
to mash all three hobbies into one mad creation. You are holding it. If  you, too, appreciate cleverly crafted puzzles 
mixed in with your classic wordplay staples, you’ll love the kinds of  puzzles and activities Mitchell has planned.

To keep in touch with the world of  Mind-bending Variety puzzles, subscribe to the newsletter by  scanning the QR 
code below or entering https://pencilpaperparacosm.com into your browser.


